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Upcoming Seminars
Monday, 10.5.2021 Departmental Seminar
13.30-14.30 Eugenio Proto, University of Glasgow

Virtual seminar room (invited by Andis Sofianos)

"Covid-19 and the Mental Health of Individuals with
Different Personalities"

Abstracts

Departmental Seminar

Eugenio Proto
"Covid-19 and the Mental Health of Individuals with Different Personalities"

Several studies have been devoted to establishing the effects of the Covid-19
pandemic on mental health across gender, age and ethnicity. However, much less
attention has been paid to the differential effect of lockdown according to different
personality. We do this using the UKHLS longitudinal dataset, representative of the
UK population. The UKHLS dataset allows us to assess the mental health of the same
respondent during the Covid-19 period and the year before based on their personality
and cognitive skills. The study's results are robust to the inclusion of control variables
such as physical health, household income, job status (like unemployed or
furloughed). We find that during the Covid-19 period individuals who have more
Extrovert and Open personality report a higher mental health deterioration, while the
ones scoring higher in Agreeableness are less affected. The effect of Openness is
particularly strong: one more standard deviation predict one more symptom on the
GHQ12 test for about 1 respondent over 4. Neuroticism seems to predict more mental
health deterioration, as it is normal to expect, but this effect is not robust to the
inclusion of potential confounding factors. Holding personality and confounding
variables constant, cognitive skills do not predict mental health deterioration.



Virtual Talks

Axel Dreher has given a keynote at the 2nd International Workshop Graduate
Program, Universitas Bandar Lampung, April 8, 2021 ("Banking on Beijing: The Aims
and Impacts of China's Overseas Development Program").

New Publications

Theory & Decision published a special issue on "Ambiguity and Strategic Interactions"
in honor of Jirgen Eichberger (edited by Adam Dominiak, Ani Guerdjikova, and Joérg
Oechssler). https://link.springer.com/journal/11238/volumes-and-issues/90-3

A number of ex-AWI-lers contributed papers: Apart from Adam Domoiniak and Ani
Guerdjikova, Dmitri Vinogradov, Alex Roomets, Jonas Hedlund, Florian Kauffeld, and
Jean-Philippe Lefort.

Editorial deadline for issue 10/2021 of the newsletter:
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 12 p.m.
newsletter@awi.uni-heidelberg.de
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